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FreedomFest celebrates Arizona’s centenntial

I

n honor of Arizona’s 100th birthday, the annual Fourth of
July FreedomFest events feature our state’s centennial. Enjoy
the holiday weekend in Show Low with activities for the
entire family. Call (928) 532-4140 for information.

v

Friday, July 1:
Deuces Wild Rodeo – 7 p.m. rodeo, gates open at 3 p.m. with
kids’ activities, White Mountain Vacation Village Arena, 4481
S. White Mountain Road; call (928) 537-3883 for information
and tickets
v Saturday, July 2:
Blood Drive – Sponsored by the Boy Scouts, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
LDS Church
Sidewalk Chalk Competition – Chalk art contest (all ages), 8
a.m. to 1 p.m., Festival Marketplace, 1034 E. Deuce of Clubs
Concert in the Park Series – Music from 2:30 to 8:30 p.m.,
Festival Marketplace
Movie in the Park – Enjoy Yogi Bear, projected on the outside
of the aquatic center wall at 8:30 p.m., 1100 W. Deuce of Clubs

v

v

Sunday, July 3:
Concert in the Park Series
– Music from 2:30 to 8:30
p.m., Festival Marketplace

Monday, July 4:
Annual Biscuits and Gravy
Breakfast – 7 to 9 a.m.,
Festival Marketplace (call
Show Low museum at 5327115 for tickets)
Annual FreedomFest
Parade along the Deuce
of Clubs, 9 a.m. start from
City Park (parade theme: Arizona Centennial)
FreedomFest Events at Show Low High School campus (FREE
admission), gates open at 3 p.m.; enjoy vendor booths, concerts,
food and entertainment until 10 p.m., fireworks at dark if conditions permit

Civic complex open for business in old downtown

C

itizens are commenting that they like the ”one-stop
shopping” convenience of the new civic complex in
the heart of old downtown Show Low. The two buildings, located across each other on North 9th Street, make it
easier to check out a library book, pay a utility bill, sign up for a
recreation program, and attend a city council meeting. City hall is housed on the west
side at 180 N. 9th Street, and the library and
council chambers are at 181 N. 9th Street
on the east. City hall includes administration
(offices of the city manager, city attorney, city
clerk, deputy city manager, human resources);
business development; community development (planning, building safety, code enforcement); grant coordination; finance; information systems; public works (administration,
engineering, GIS); and recreation. Aquatics employees remain at
the aquatic center at 1100 West Deuce of Clubs.
Citizens may also pay their Arizona Public Service (APS) bill
at city hall. A dedicated phone line to APS is available in the
lobby for public use.
To reach city hall, call (928) 532-4000. Business hours are
Monday through Friday, except holidays, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
The library can be reached at (928) 532-4070 and is open Mon-

day, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.,
Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., and Saturday from
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The library’s computer lab closes half
an hour before the library closes, so please plan your use accordingly.
City hall (left) and
a view of the library and council
chambers across
the street (below).
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City’s conservative budget reflects economy

L

ike every business or household, the City of Show Low
$9.8 million have been appropriated to maintain, improve and
operates successfully by living within its means. A major
repair roadways, sidewalks, water lines, sewer lines and the airtool is our annual budget which is built on a foundation
port. Overall, $12.0 million have been appropriated for capital
of fiscal responsibility to our taxpayers, residents and customers. projects ($4.5 million of which is grant funded), $9.2 million
Our fiscal year runs from July 1 through June 30. The Show
has been set aside for future capital projects and $1.6 million is
Low City Council adopted the fiscal year 2012 (July 1, 2011
being held in reserve as a “rainy day” fund. The adopted budget
through June 30, 2012) budget in June. The city continues
of $57 million reflects a 5% increase over last year’s adopted
to make significant operational and long-term adjustments to
budget, reflecting a continued slow, yet hopefully stabilized,
ensure that our fiscal position remains strong in these down
economy.
turbulent economic times. Unlike many cities, the City of Show
Revenues
Low does not have a general property tax. Instead, we rely on
Each fiscal year the city starts the year with funds in the bank.
sales tax revenues, state-shared revenues and user fees to fund the
This year, the beginning fund balance is approximately $16.3
city’s operations and programs.
million. Through the course of the year we are projecting that
With our heavy emphasis on local sales taxes, it is imperative
an additional $29.0 million will be collected through taxes, fees,
that residents and businesses shop locally whenever it is prugrants and other income sources. Of this amount, about $8.0
dent. By doing so, your tax dollars stay within our community.
million is raised from the local city sales tax generated by evBecause a large portion of our operational revenues comes from
eryone who shops at our local businesses. Although the City of
state-shared revenues, the fiscal crisis that the state is in has a
Show Low does not have a general property tax, residents do pay
direct impact on us, as well. The budget adopted by the state
a small amount of property taxes for street lights and residents
reduced funding from the gas tax to the city and continued to
in the Show Low Bluff development pay property taxes to the
pass along reduced collections from the income tax. Thankfully,
special taxing district that is administered by the city.
the 2010 census increased the population base, which is used by
The remainder of our revenue comes from state-shared revthe state to allocate shared revenues, from 9,885 to 10,660.
enues, building permit fees, utility payments and fees, service
The money that is received by the city is spent on projects,
charges and court fines. We regularly pursue federal and state
community programs, providing services, public safety and
grants as well as partnerships with other governments and ageneconomic development partnerships. The adopted fiscal year
2012 budget totals just over $57 million. It
includes healthy reserve balances and continCity
ShowLow
Low, AZ
City
ofof
Show
ues to utilize built-up savings so that we may
Operating
Revenue
- All Revenue
Funds
All Funds
Operating
complete planned large-scale capital projects.
“Where
DoesDoes
the the
Money
Come
From?”
"Where
Money
Come
From?"
The Mayor, Council and staff are comCharges for Service
mitted to retaining Show Low’s quality of
33%
Local Taxes
life, while providing the amenities offered by
34%
well-run communities, within prudent fiscal
constraints. Our employees deliver services
and programs to local citizens, residents
from neighboring communities and tourists.
Departments include police, public works
(streets, water, sewer and project management), community development, community services and administration.
State Shared
Whether you are a resident or a visitor, be
Revenue
assured that you are receiving high-quality
11%
Intergovernment
city services. Our employees take pride in
16%
Fines & Forfeitures
Miscellaneous
ensuring that Show Low is a great place to
3%
3%
live, work and play. We are committed to
nurturing our community’s livability and the safety, health and
cies to help pay for programs and improvements. Last year, the
well-being of those who live, work or visit our community.
city received approximately $2.5 million in grants for a wide
Overview
range of projects and activities, including upgrades to the Show
The Mayor and Council strongly believe that maintaining our
Low Regional Airport, reimbursements to property owners for
city’s infrastructure is the city’s highest priority, and we do not
thinning their properties, police equipment, the design of Scott
want to move backwards. With this in mind, approximately

...continued on page 3
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Ranch Road improvements and operating the transit system
(Four Seasons Connection and White Mountain Connection).
For fiscal year 2012, we have included known grants and contributions totaling $4.5 million. An additional $8.5 million have
been included as an estimated amount to be programmed by the
Mayor and Council as grants are received.

Expenses

Although the adopted budget totals $57 million, we anticipate
spending approximately $37 million this fiscal year. The variation is due to including both our reserves and the estimated
grant amount in the adopted budget total. In reality, we do not
expect to expend these funds. The two main areas that the city
spends its money are on capital projects and personnel. Consistent with the budget as a whole, these areas are relatively consistent with last fiscal year and significantly reduced from prior
City of Show Low
Operating Expenditures
“Where Does the Money Go?”

General
Government
12%

Utilities
32%

Public Works
13%
Debt Service
4%

Community
Services
15%

fiscal years. Over the last two years, the city has downsized its
workforce by nearly 17%, eliminating 27.5 positions through
attrition, voluntary separations and lay-offs.
Most programs will be retained in fiscal year 2012, following a
couple years of reductions and eliminations. High-priority programs have generally been maintained and in some cases, new
priority programs, such as recycling, have been added. Overall,
the city’s expenditure levels by service area reflect the city’s commitment to provide services directly to our residents. Operational expenditures are the annual reoccurring costs borne by the
city. These normally exclude capital projects and other one-time
purchases. On an operational basis, public safety is our largest
expense, and it is estimated that the city will spend $5.2 million
in fiscal year 2012 on public safety activities.
The city plans to complete several major projects in fiscal year
2012. Some of these are newly funded projects, while others
have been ongoing for some time and will be finalized this year.
The following summarizes the key projects.

Energy Efficiency Upgrades – APS Energy Services will be
conducting an audit of all city facilities and recommending
capital projects which will improve energy efficiencies generating savings to pay for the improvements.
v City Campus Improvements – General improvements to the
city facilities located on McNeil.
v Scott Ranch Road – With design of the improvements
finalized, it is anticipated that construction of phase I of
Scott Ranch Road will begin immediately following Arizona
Department of Transportation approval. This multi-phased
project is funded with city, county and federal funds.
v Deuce of Clubs Streetscape – This beautification project is
nearly complete, awaiting the installation of decorative lighting in August to finalize it.
v Road Repair and Maintenance Program – Several roads
throughout the city are being overlaid
with a slurry seal as part of our commitment to ongoing maintenance of our
infrastructure.
v Street Reconstruction – Several streets,
including 9th Street, Adams, McNeil,
Sierra Park Trail, Show Low Lake Road,
Public Safety
West Wood subdivision and Willis at 3rd
24%
will be reconstructed.
v Roadway Improvements – Grant-funded
projects downtown and along US60 near
our aquatics center will add sidewalks and
multi-use pathways.
v Signal Light – In cooperation with the
Arizona Department of Transportation,
a traffic signal will be installed at Old
Linden Road and SR260 (Clark Road).
v Rural Transit System – Using mainly
federal funds, several public transportation
improvements will be completed, including erecting additional bus shelters and improvements to
transfer points.
v Airport Improvements – Utilizing mainly federal and state
funds, both the runway and the runway safety areas are being
improved and snow removal equipment will be purchased.
v City Cemetery – The expansion of the city cemetery is scheduled to be completed this year.
v

A copy of the final budget is available online at the city’s website
at showlowaz.gov. Please direct questions to Doug Sandstrom,
Finance Director, at (928) 532-4024.
City newsletters are produced by the City of Show Low, 180
N. 9th Street, Show Low, AZ 85901. Quarterly newsletters are
available online at showlowaz.gov (January-March, April-June,
July-September and October-December). Beginning in 2011,
the July-September issue will also be distributed annually in the
July utility statements. Direct comments to the City Clerk’s office
at (928) 532-4061.

page 4 - Show Low News

City of Show Low Directory

Office Hours: Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Telephone numbers begin with area code 928 v e-mail: info@showlowaz.gov v Web address: showlowaz.gov
CITY HALL v 180 N. 9th Street........................................ 532-4000
General Information............................................................ 532-4000
City Manager..................................Ed Muder..................... 532-4015
Deputy City Manager/			
Community Services Director.....Joel Weeks.................. 532-4014
City Clerk........................................Ann Kurasaki............... 532-4061
Planning & Zoning.............................................................. 532-4040
Planning & Zoning Director.........Justen Tregaskes........ 532-4041
Building Department....................................................... 532-4050
Chief Building Official..................John Wilhelm............... 532-4053
Code Enforcement......................Jacob Wilcock............. 532-4043
Finance............................................................................... 532-4000
Finance Director..........................Doug Sandstrom......... 532-4024
Accounts Payable.......................Rose Williams.............. 532-4025
Cemetery Information.................Rose Williams.............. 532-4025
Utility Billing & Connections........Charisse Garver.......... 532-4005
Human Resources Director............Connie Kakavas.......... 532-4011
Mayor and City Council...................................................... 532-4000
Public Works....................................................................... 532-4040
Public Works Director.................Bill Kopp...................... 532-4091
Civil Engineer..............................Shane Hemesath......... 532-4090
GIS (mapping)................................................................. 532-4057
Business Development...................Steve North................. 532-4124

Refuse collection update

B

eginning in 2011, city residents are provided with free
excess trash pick-ups six times a year. Previously, excess
trash was picked up quarterly. The service is free to all
Show Low residents billed for City water and/or sewer services.
Excess trash is collected the first full
week of every odd-numbered month.
The balance of the dates from July
2011 through May 2012 are July 4
to 7, September 5 to 8, November 7
to 10, January 2 to 5, March 5 to
8, and May 7 to 10. Excess trash
must be bagged, boxed or bundled. Each garbage bag should
weigh less than 50 pounds and
items should be less than four feet long (bound if more than one
item). Place next to your polycart on your regular collection day.
Curbside recycling will be added in July 2011. Waste Management will deliver a second polycart to each household specifically for recyclable items. The recycling polycart will be picked
up every other week on your regular collection day. Allowable
items for recycling are flattened cardboard; magazines; newspapers; office paper; brown paper bags; paperboard; paper cardboard, dairy and juice containers; phone books; plastic bottles
and containers #1-7; aluminum cans, foil and pie tins; and tin
or steel cans. Do not include food waste, glass, film, plastic bags,
plastic wrap, or foam cups and containers.
Call (928) 532-4005 for more information.

AIRPORT v 3150 Airport Loop....................................... 532-4190
MAGISTRATE v 620 E. McNeil........................................ 532-6030
Magistrate...................................Stephen Price
RECREATION v 180 N. 9th Street.................................. 532-4142
AQUATICS v 1100 W. Deuce of Clubs........................... 532-4140
PUBLIC LIBRARY v 181 N. 9th Street............................ 532-4070
Library Director...........................Wendy Kochheiser......... 532-4073
PUBLIC SAFETY v 150 N. 6th Street............................. 537-5091
Police Chief.................................Jeffrey Smythe................ 537-0884
Animal Control & Non-Emergencies.................................. 537-4365
Road Conditions..........................................................................511
Emergencies..............................................................................911
PUBLIC WORKS YARD v 1281 E. Thornton.................. 532-4100
Operations Manager...................Teryl Murray.................... 532-4103
Utility Problems.................................................................. 532-4100
After-Hours (before 7 a.m., after 4 p.m., weekends).......... 537-4365

9/11 commemoration

T

o commemorate the tenth anniversary of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, the White Mountain
Symphony Orchestra, with city support, presents a
free outdoor concert at Show Low City Park. For information,
contact Theresa Dick, Conductor and Music Director, at (928)
242-0934 or at WMSO.org. Honor your fellow Americans who
lost their lives and those who helped in the recovery efforts.

City acquires Pineview
Water system

T

he City of Show Low purchased the Pineview Water
Company on May 20, 2011 for a total price of $3.2
million. This addition to our system happened without
interruption in any water service. We firmly believe that this
merger will be a win-win for both our current and our new customers. The city gained an immediate increase in overall storage
capacity, the ability to gravity-feed our system, and the economies of scale associated with adding nearly 1,200 new customers. This purchase was completed after an exhaustive study was
done to ensure that the acquisition would not increase the costs
of providing service to our current customers. In the next few
months, the city will begin to upgrade water lines and install fire
hydrants in Scotts Pine Meadow.

